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Trinity Evangelical Divinity School


ME 8000 – Becoming a Missional Church
Fall semester 2008
November 17-21, MTWR 3:15 -6:45 pm, F 8:00-4:00 pm
Classroom: ROD 124
Professor

Dr. Ed Stetzer
Office: TBA

Email: Ed.Stetzer@lifeway.com

Course Description

Transformational ministries in today’s rapidly changing culture require churches that are “missional” from a biblical, theological, and cultural perspective.  This course will help you better understand the cultural context in which you serve and teach you how to apply biblically faithful and culturally relevant missiological strategies to your ministry.  Special attention will be given to North American cultural shifts, the missional/sending nature of the church, effective communication in various cultural contexts, and emerging ministry patterns in North America.
Course Goals

Students should, as a result of this course, be able to

1. Identify the characteristics and mission of the New Testament church.

2. Explain the biblical and theological basis of the missional church.

3. Analyze their own ministry in relation to the biblical models of the missional church.

4. Understand, evaluate, and answer the primary benefits and criticisms of the missional church.

5. Critique and evaluate North American cultural shifts, especially in their own ministry context.

Course Format

This course will be taught by a combination of lecture, discussion, and student presentations.  Students should be prepared to discuss all readings and assignments in class.
Course Requirements: 

Required Textbooks
· Hirsch, Alan. The Forgotten Ways: Reactivating the Missional Church. Brazon Press, 2007.

· Keller, Tim. “The Missional Church.” [article online] available at http://www.redeemer2.com/resources/papers/missional.pdf.

· Roxburgh, Alan, and Fred Romanuk, The Missional Leader: Equipping Your Church to Reach a Changing World. Jossey-Bass, 2006.

· Stetzer, Ed, and David Putman. Breaking the Missional Code. Broadman & Holman, 2006.

· Stetzer, Ed. “The Meanings of Missional” (online articles), 5 parts. Available at http://blogs.lifeway.com/blog/edstetzer/the-meanings-of-missional.html.

· Towns, Elmer, Ed Stetzer, and Warren Bird. 11 Innovations in the Local Church: How Today’s Leaders Can Learn, Discern and Move into the Future. Regal Books, 2007.

Assignments Masters Students
Doctoral students should refer to alternate assignments below
Preseminar course requirements
1. Read the required texts in their entirety and complete the one page book summary form (included with this syllabus) for each. 

2. Read the New Testament in its entirety and prepare a list of characteristics, images, and descriptions of the church and its mission in the world.  Be prepared to discuss your findings in class.

3. Write a ten page, double-spaced reflection paper integrating your reading, church/ministry experience, and research on the church.  You should answer the question, “how will my developing understanding of a missional church affect my future ministry?”

All pre-seminar requirements are due the first day of class.

Seminar Requirements:
All students should participate in class discussions of their reading, their findings related to the New Testament view of the church’s mission, and their reflection paper.  Class participation will be considered in a student’s final grade.


Grading 

Reading report/book summaries
20%

Images of the church

20%

Integration paper

40%

Class participation

20%

Assignments Doctoral Students

Preseminar course requirements

1. Read the required texts in their entirety and complete the one page book summary form (included with this syllabus) for each. 

2. Read the New Testament in its entirety and prepare a list of characteristics, images, and descriptions of the church and its mission in the world.  Be prepared to discuss your findings in class.

3. Write a fifteen page, double-spaced reflection paper integrating your reading, church/ministry experience, and research on the church.  You should answer the question, “how will my developing understanding of a missional church affect my future ministry?”  This paper should reflect doctoral level thinking and writing and pull in outside resources adequate to address your goals and plans.

4. Choose one book from the following list and prepare a five page critical book review.  The review should tell the reader briefly about the author and general outline of the book, but the majority should be a review of the author’s arguments as well as how the book fits into the missional church discussion.  You should be prepared to present your review to the class in order that your colleagues (both Masters and doctoral) gain an understanding of the work’s contribution to the literature.

Barna, George. Revolution. Ventura, CA: Tyndale, 2005.

Hunter, George G., III.  Radical Outreach: Recovery of Apostolic Ministry and Evangelism. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2003.

Lewis, Robert. The Church of Irresistible Influence. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003.

McNeal, Reggie.  Practicing Greatness: 7 Disciplines of Extraordinary Spiritual Leaders.  Jossey Bass, 2006.

Piper, John, Brothers, We Are NOT Professionals. Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2002.

Rainer, Thom and Eric Geiger. Simple Church. Broadman & Holman, 2006.

Stetzer, Ed and Mike Dodson. Comeback Churches: How 300 Churches Turned Around and Yours Can Too.  Broadman and Holman, 2006. 

You should email the professor as soon as possible with your choice of book – first come, first served.  If you have another book you would like to read and review, contact the professor for approval.

Seminar requirements

All students should participate in class discussions of their reading, their findings related to the New Testament view of the church’s mission, and their reflection paper.  Class participation will be considered in a student’s final grade.

Doctoral students will also prepare a 30 minute presentation on a selected book (reviewed above).  The presentation should allow some time for questions and discussion.


Grading 

Reading report/book summaries
10%

Images of the church

15%

Integration paper


40%

Book review/presentation

15%

Class participation


20%



E. Stetzer

